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Football and Rugby Pitch Maintenance Calendar

January

No doubt games will still be played, unless the pitch is frozen and unsafe.

This month will concentrate on pitch presentation; ensure line markings have good consistency, fork and sand worn/bare areas and divot as required.



February

Brushing / Chain harrowing, depending upon the quality of the facility, if soil conditions are suitable.
Aerate the pitch wherever possible, although wet soil conditions will preclude the use of mechanical aerators.  Hand fork goalmouths and centre circles.
Apply a suitable sand to bare areas to ensure they stay less muddy and more playable than non-sanded bare areas on other pitches.
High quality pitches may require turf to be laid on bare or worn areas.  This should be deep cut turf that won't be displaced following tackles etc.
Is a deep spiker available for end of season renovation?  If not, consider ordering one in advance.


March

Keep the surface as presentable as possible by drag brushing and divoting as required.
Light sand dressings on thin and bare areas may help to maintain a dry surface.
Aerate the pitch whenever possible, but not when soil conditions would cause smearing.
Additional over-marking will probably be required where grass coverage is absent or sparse. A light topping when the ground is dry will also help to improve appearances.
Additional games will probably be required to catch up on postponed and cup matches.
The aim will be to provide a suitable playing surface to accommodate the matches.  Don't worry too much about excessive destruction of the surface vegetation as the season is nearly at an end and a full renovation will be taking place very shortly.
A smooth surface that is well marked out should be aimed for, so divoting will be a main feature this month to see out the season.  Increasing the mowing frequency will also help to give that neat finish.  Letting clippings fly and spreading them evenly may make some bare areas look a little more pleasing for the short term.
Make sure all the end of season renovation materials have not only been ordered but are delivered or well on the way to being delivered.
Vertidraining can be planned for straight after the last game has been played.  If this has to be hired then plan accordingly.



April

Additional games will probably be required to catch up on postponed cup matches. The aim will be to provide a suitable playing surface to accommodate these matches. Don’t worry too much about excessive destruction of the surface vegetation as the season is nearly at an end and a full renovation will be taking place shortly.

A smooth surface that is well marked out should be aimed for, so divoting will be the main feature this month to see out the season. Increasing the mowing frequency will also help to give a neat finish, Letting the clippings fly and spreading them evenly may make some bare patches look a little more pleasing for the short term.
Ensure all the end of season materials have not only been ordered but are delivered or well on their way to being delivered.
Vertidraining can be planned for straight after the last game.  If this has to be hired, then plan accordingly.


May
The season is coming to an end and post-season renovation is the name of the game.  Hopefully all materials and machinery (e.g. Vertidrain) have been ordered well in advance.
A 'typical' topdressing application rate of 5 kg/m² equates to 30 tonnes on a 6000m2 football pitch.

The key to a successful renovation programme is to complete the task in as short a time as possible - don't forget the next season starts from mid-August onwards.
The application of a top-dressing, typically sand, must be adequately incorporated into the existing soil profile: It is no use just applying it to the surface without a suitable form of aeration, otherwise this will only encourage rootzone layering and consequent summer dry spells can lead to poor establishment of the grass and the possible production of mini-dust bowls, especially on pitches without adequate irrigate - this could readily apply to many local authority pitches.
The importance of adequate incorporation of the top-dressing in these circumstances cannot be overstated.
It is also beneficial to scarify the surface before applying a top-dressing; this can be in the form of a chain harrow with the tines downwards or a mechanical scarifier.
The choice of grass seed will depend upon the standard of the pitch as well as existing rootzone material and this will also apply to the type of fertiliser chosen.  As a guide, 6 x 25 kg bags of either material will be required to provide an application rate of 25g/m2 on a 6,000m2 pitch.



June

Make sure any end of season renovation work that was carried out in May is properly maintained.  August is not far away and the players will be expecting a good surface for the start of the new season.
Important maintenance that will need to be undertaken will include:

	•
	Regular irrigation, wherever possible, to help the grass establish adequately; 

	•
	A light nitrogen fertiliser application to maintain sward thickening;

	•
	Over sowing of any areas which look like they aren't thickening up quickly enough;

	
	don't wait another month to see what happens; 

	•
	Mow regularly to prevent perennial ryegrass flower stalks from initiating,

	
	otherwise this will lead to a thinning of the sward; 

	•
	Lightly topdress any uneven areas; 

	
	Wherever possible try and keep people and animals off the renovated areas, 

	
	as this all helps in the recovery process. 


If time permits this month, consider painting the goal post etc. in anticipation of the new season.


July

The football pitch is mostly establishing itself following the end of season renovation.  However, there are a number of tasks that will need attending to.
Any thin areas or those that have developed a slight unevenness will probably require a light topdressing, of about 1-2 kg/m2.
Irrigation will be a problem on some sites.  Wherever possible try and ensure some form of irrigation is given to goalmouth and centre circle areas.
Continue mowing on a regular basis.  This will promote tillering and reduce the potential for perennial ryegrass flower stalks developing.
A light Nitrogen, usually liquid, fertiliser application may be considered to encourage growth.  Something in the order of 1-2 g/N/m2 (10-20 kg/N/ha) would be suitable, especially as a regular application is normally given in August to September time.

This fertiliser application would only be given if soil moisture was adequate and there was a suitable means of artificial irrigation being applied to maintain growth.
If you haven't already done so, make sure the goal posts etc. are painted and goal nets are repaired or replaced.




August

Matches have already started in Scotland, whilst the English leagues will start in the middle of the month.
Pitches should be looking in tip-top condition. If they are not, then some urgent work is required.
Keep moisture levels up to encourage good growth.
Trickle feed the pitch with a liquid nitrogen fertiliser to help improve sward density.
If broad-leaved weeds are still a problem then consider applying another selective herbicide.
Thin areas may also benefit from a light seeding and topdressing, although care will need to be taken if an herbicide application is being considered.
If bare areas still exist in the pitch, the only real solution at such short notice before the starting game will be to deep turf. This is expensive but it is a last resort option.
Keep up aeration to encourage moisture penetration into the soil profile: This will also reduce the chance of surface rooting occurring.
August is also a good time to apply a fertiliser.  An 11:6:9 or a similar type at 34-50 g/m2 could be considered.  For local authority pitches a 20:10:10 or similar fertiliser is just as effective and is cheaper as well.
Make sure the pitch is properly squared up and marked out correctly for the first game of the season.  Also spend a little extra time ensuring the pitch is cut that little bit extra carefully.  This will make a good initial impression on players and spectators.


September

The pitches should be in excellent condition by now.
A few divots may have been made by players, but these should be replaced wherever possible.
A light topdressing may be needed in a few places and any final fertiliser application, if not applied last month, should now be given, as perennial ryegrass growth is still strong, but will be slowing down as the days become shorter and cooler weather is more evident.
Continue with regular mowing and try and keep the grass as long as possible going into the winter period as this will give the pitch extra 'wear' protection and extend its suitability for use.
Weeds can be a problem during September, so keep an eye out for them.  This is the last realistic month for any selective herbicide application, although the grass should be growing well if an application is to be considered.
Thin areas can be seeded and a germination sheet applied to help make the most of the remaining good growing conditions before autumn sets in properly.
Worm activity can be high this month, especially on rootzone’s will a relatively high clay and silt content, so some form of control may be required.



October

The pitch shouldn't be showing many signs of wear if it has been managed with the long term season in mind.
If not, then some soil based pitches may be exhibiting significant signs of wear in the goalmouths and centre circles.  An application of sand, combined with hand forking, can be useful in these circumstances to help maintain a dry surface during the month.
Earthworm casting may be a problem, so brush or chain harrow when conditions are dry.
Raising the height of cut slightly; say up to an extra 10mm, on high wear areas can help to maintain an improved level of ground cover for a longer period of time.
Divot the pitch as required.  Try not to neglect this operation, which will be essential on those pitches that are maintained to a high standard.
Higher standard pitches will also brush to maintain an upright grass and to produce a pitch which is well presented.
Service irrigation systems on high sand specification pitches, as these will be needed for use during the winter period.



November

Aerate the pitch when the ground conditions are suitable.
Topping of the pitch may still be required, although try and keep it as high as possible to allow for maximum amount of coverage going into the winter.
Divot as often as possible to help maintain an even surface.
Sanding of high wear areas may be required: Make sure forking takes place beforehand.


December

Divoting has to be a key task at this time of year as growth is very slow, if non-existent in some parts of the UK, so repairs need to be made to maintain a reasonable surface for as long as possible.
Brush and/or harrow if conditions are suitable.
Over-marking should not be neglected.  Consider the weather conditions and how many games have been played in determining a suitable over-marking programme.  The bottom line will be what actually occurs on the ground, so do not stick too rigidly to the guidelines - over-mark if need be - it won't break the bank for several additional over-markings and will enhance the presentation of the pitch out of all proportion to the small input.
Slit tine aerate the pitch if smearing of the soil is not going to take place - be prepared to stop if conditions are found to be unsuitable, as more harm than good will be done by continuing.
Sand worn areas as required.
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