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Bowling Green Maintenance Calendar

January

During this period of snow and cold weather, very little will be undertaken on the green.
Watch out for a Fusarium/snow mould that might develop beneath the snow.



February

Finish off any turf repairs that might be outstanding.
Consider applying an application of sulphate of iron, at say 25-35 g/m2, to help reduce the chance of disease attack: This may be particularly prudent if the sward contains a high percentage of annual meadow grass.
Dragbrush and/or switch daily.
Continue with slit tining of the green when conditions are suitable.
Make sure the surrounds to the green are clean and tidy and that any outstanding work is being completed, at least for no later than March, as staff will be required for green renovation and preparation towards the end of that month.


March

This is the month for a 'false spring' appearing in the second week or so. If you wish to aid the grass, but not to force it - especially with the inevitable cold spell that occurs a little later on - then consider applying a light application of fertiliser; ammonium sulphate (say 8 g/m2) and sulphate of iron (say 4 g/m2).
Aerate whenever possible - usually with slit tines, although some greenkeepers will be moving over to solid tines for the end of the month.
The green might benefit from a light rolling to aid smooth the surface following the ravages of winter frosts etc.
Some greens in the South of England may be ready for a light topdressing at the end of the month, although be careful not to smother the grass.  Ideally wait until April though, however, if the bowls season starts early on some greens this could pose a problem.
Commission the irrigation system before a typical dry spell appears in May - it's surprising how soon this arrives.
Sweep and clean out ditches.


April

Be quite flexible in your planning for April as the weather can be extremely variable.
Complete the renovation of the greens, making sure some 2 weeks separate the end of renovation and the first bowl being played.  This should ensure adequate time is allowed for any topdressing to be satisfactorily worked into the sward. This is an important consideration as the grass is usually not too active at present.
Open the season on as high a cut as possible, say 1⁄4".  This will give the grass some insurance against cold weather returning.
Several light rollings, with a 5-cwt roller, will help to firm the surface prior to the season commencing.

Make sure the irrigation system is fully commissioned.
Top-up ditch material as required.



May

The season will be a few weeks old by now, although there are still cold spells, especially at night, throughout most of the country.
Be careful not to set the mower too low as the grass is only realistically 'getting going' at present.
Cold snaps or May dry spells (i.e. mini-droughts) can still easily occur, retarding growth.  It is sensible, therefore, to keep the height of cut setting to 6mm or higher, for as long as possible.  This height will also help maintain the greens 'wearability' at this time of year, when the turf surface can also be a little on the soft side: This is a definite bonus given the way some bowlers deliver their woods making unnecessary divots.
Areas of the green which had been renovated in April, or even late March, should not be treated to any form of heavy scarification as this will only tear out young, newly establishing grasses.
Watch out for signs of fusarium patch disease, especially with wet, dewy mornings bring in prevalence.  Make sure the greens are adequately brushed and/or switched early in the mornings.


June

By now the greens should be producing a very good playing surface, with any slow growth from late spring being a distant thought.
Verti-cut and groom regularly to help control annual meadow grass seed head production and to produce a more upright growing grass sward.  This in turn will also help to provide a slightly faster surface without the need to reduce the height of cut, which is always a contentious issue.
Maintain growth at 5mm (3/16"), typically mowing four or five times per week.
Localised Dry Patch may start to appear this month; however, this condition should not be confused with a poorly developed root system which will also produce a rapid browning and drying of the surface.
Aeration should not be neglected, even though many other tasks may seem more pressing.  Solid tine spiking is the favoured method throughout the drier months: This can be particularly successful in the form of surface spiking to 25-50mm depth with the use of a sarel type spiked roller which also helps to firm the immediate surface layer.



July

Dry weather and the application of water is one of the major concerns for July.  Care needs to be taken to neither over or under water.
To assist in irrigation management, consider doing a soil moisture deficit chart, combined with your visual observations of the sward and dryness of the soil profile.  This will act as a useful guide and can help towards reducing the costs of water used.  Currently a cubic metre of water (220 gallons) costs about 90p.
This might not seem a lot, but when you consider that a typical recommendation is to apply 25mm of water per m2 per week during the summer months (depending upon rainfall), this can add up to quite a lot especially where additional hand watering occurs on areas susceptible to drying out.
The calculation for the weekly cost of this is:
• Area of Green, 38.4m x 38.4m = 1475m2
• 25mm of water per m2 = 5.5 gallons/m2
• 1475 x 5.5 = 8113 gallons (or 8113 ÷ 220 = ~ 37 m3) per week

• 37 m3 x 90p = £ 33.30 per week.

• This calculation doesn't allow for wastage or overlap, which invariably occurs.

Ensure that rink usage is spread sideways on a regular basis and the rinks are also turned 90° daily.  Failure to do so will result in 'runs' developing, with bowls following the line of the run.
Some less accomplished bowlers will prefer this situation, however, it is really cheating, especially when playing visitors not used to the green.  This situation also doesn't allow for the improvement of one’s skill in bowls and for a challenging game.
Continue to mow regularly and be prepared to raise the height of cut to 6mm, especially in dry weather with strong winds on coastal areas.  A good, dry sward of fescue/bent grasses will produce a faster surface when mown at this height, than an annual meadow grass, thatchy sward when mown at 4.5mm.
Be careful when scarifying and verticutting at this time of year, as you do not want to stress the plant, reducing its ability to withstand wear.


August

Casual play and competition play will be at their height this month, with the Bowling Green taking a fair amount of 'hammering'.
Irrigation will be a key component in ensuring good playing surfaces are maintained, but be careful not to apply too much so that the playing surfaces are still wet for the morning start of play.
Continue to mow at 5mm and include a double cut for those important matches.
With the weather and soil being on the dry side there shouldn't be any need to mow to 4mm as good green speeds can be achieved by increased mowing, maintaining the sward in a dry surface condition (aerate beforehand to assist this) and light rolling.
Care would need to be taken if mowing below 5mm is considered as the grass will stress rapidly under hot and dry conditions.  Don't forget that a 1mm reduction in the height of cut to 4mm is a massive 20% reduction in the leaf height.

Switch rinks and sides regularly to accommodate the high level of usage, thus ensuring wear is spread as evenly as possible over the whole of the green.
The final fertiliser will invariably be applied this month.  Typically this will be an 8:0:0 (inorganic nitrogen) fertiliser applied at a rate of 34g/m2. P and K will depend upon soil analysis and sward assessment results.
Try and plan it so that the work does not interfere with play.  Consider an evening application with a good watering in; then it has all night to wash into the surface, but don't forget to aerate beforehand.


September

Whilst the season won't be completed until the end of the month, or even the beginning of October, some of the end of season renovation can always be carried out now, especially after all the competition finals have been completed sometime in the middle of the month.
Hollow-tining a green can be readily carried out within a day using a suitable machine and about three staff to brush, rake and shovel up the cores as soon as the machine starts working.  If the cores are dry, a litter blower vac can be used to blow most of the cores into defined areas of the green making it easier to remove them.  Once the hollow-tining and clearing up has been completed, the green should be cut to provide a quite satisfactory playing surface.  This hollow-tine operation can also be carried out a second time, at the end of the playing season, if needed.
Fusarium can be a problem now that the nights are drawing in and dew is more prevalent in the cooler mornings.
When carrying out topdressing, ideally undertake a survey of the green beforehand to give an indication of the levels.  The identified low areas can then be top-dressed with more material than any high spots, which may not require any dressing. This will help in the production of a flat bowling green for next year.
Make observations on crane fly activity as this will indicate the potential level of control that may be needed in October / November to eliminate the leatherjacket grubs.
Whatever else happens, make sure you get on with the renovation process as quickly as possible.


October

The end of season renovation will be completed this month.  Little outdoor bowls will take place after early October, so complete the work as soon as possible thereafter.
Greens that are renovated late may benefit from the turfing of thin areas, although choose a sample which blends in with the existing sward.
Watch out for Fusarium, especially if top-dressing has been applied.  Consider a preventative fungicide application if the green contains a high amount of annual meadow grass.
The ditches should be cleared of their fill material and then cleaned and washed down.
Decommission the irrigation before the winter frosts set in.
Repairs to banks can be carried out after any work on the green has been completed.




November

Regular out of season work will be undertaken from now on for the autumn / winter period.
Drag brush daily, or thereabouts, to maintain a dry surface with upright grasses.
The height of cut will typically be 10 - 12mm, so just keep the grass topped if required.
Earthworm activity, as well as any sign of leatherjacket presence, will need to be treated.
Mild, humid autumnal weather, particularly with the warmest October for many years, will act as ideal conditions for a fusarium attack - so keep a close eye on the situation.
Aeration, probably with slit / chisel tines from now, should not be neglected.
Keep leaves off the green by removing them on a regular basis.


December

Earthworms may be problem, so regular drag brushing - ideally daily when conditions are such that large amounts of earthworm casts are produced - and aeration to keep the surface open to improve surface drainage and drying may help towards reducing the effects of the earthworm activity.
Regular applications of Sulphate of iron, say every 3-4 weeks, can help to minimise the effects of surface casting earthworms.
If all else fails, then the application of synthetic pesticides may be needed.
Watch out for Fusarium patch disease during mild damp spells. Sulphate of iron applications can help to harden the grass against this disease, or alternatively have a suitable stock of contact fungicide available to spray, usually at the first signs of this disease.
Keep the grass topped at about 10-12mm in height: This will also help to reduce the chance of disease attack which may be more prevalent with longer grass as it will retain a more humid and damp 'atmosphere' amongst its leaves.
Finish off bank repairs if at all possible.
Prepare your maintenance schedule for next year, along with a budget requirement.
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